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There is no ground for justification in anything man is or does, has
done or will do. Even after his being born again, called, converted,
sanctified, the ground of God’s verdict whereby he is justified is never in
the sinner. It is not because of his faith, or because of the good works he
performs by faith, that God declares him to be righteous. Nor can these

add anything at all to his righteousness before God. The ground of his
righteousness is never in man. It is outside of man, outside of the sinner
himself. The ground of the verdict of God justifying the ungodly is
Christ alone. [Herman Hoeksema, The Triple Knowledge, Vol 2]
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We have seen in our series on the

Don’t be Deceived — The Antichrist that the revealing of this
Antichrist man of lawlessness will be

preceded by a great apostasy. The

(Part 9 — The Coming One World current synonym for this is

Kingdom) “deconstruction” which is used to
make apostasy sound like an
November 23, 2025 improvement on the Christian

faith. It is not, of course.
Sermon Text: 2 Thessalonians

2:1-12 & Revelation 13 2Th 2:3-4 Let no one in any way
deceive you, for it has not come
Scripture Reading: Revelation | unless the apostasy comes first, and
12 the man of lawlessness is revealed,
the son of destruction, (4) who
opposes and exalts himself above
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every so-called god or object of
worship, so that he takes his seat in
the sanctuary of God, exhibiting
himself as being God.

scriptures  like this must be

discarded-

The spirit of antichrist is very
active in the world and particularly
in churches right now. We have
seen some clear examples of this in
some of the videos we have been
viewing in our Sunday morning
classes.

Antichrist, and actually Satan who
is the real operator behind the
scenes — the dragon of Revelation
12 & 13 — 1s always, always,
always working toward his coming
one-world kingdom, the religion of
which will be the worship of the
beast. The Roman Catholic church
is largely energized by this spirit
today (and always has been) but so
are many Protestants. Religion, we
are being told, and particularly the
Christian  religion, must be
“deconstructed.” That 1s, doctrines
which work to divide the church
from other religions must be
winnowed out so that a worldwide
unity can be achieved. In this light,
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Joh 14:6 Jesus *said to him, “I am
the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father but
through Me.

This deceptive movement toward a
one-world kingdom and religion
has been operating via the spirit of
antichrist during the entire church
age and before. But it is increasing
and the groundwork for it in
modern times was largely laid by
none other than Billy Graham. He
taught that people who have never
heard of Christ and people who
deny truths such as the resurrection
and deity of Christ, can be saved.
And so this ecumenical pressure
continues increasingly today — we
must be wise to these deceptions
and reject them.

Consider where we are today.
Nations which once were bastions
of the reformation — Scotland, the
Netherlands, England, Germany —
what 1s the condition of the
“Christian” church in those places
at this moment? You know the




answer. They are not only secular,
they are wicked. And of course
what is the state of the “church” in
our own country? Apostasy is on
the move. And it has a goal, driven
by one spirit.

There IS going to be, one day, a
one-world “church’ and a one-
world kingdom. It will be short-
lived just before Christ returns, but
the world is right now moving
toward it. You can see it right here
in our own community where the
local ministerial association joins
hands with the local Roman
Catholics. You see it among most
of the popular “Christian”
musicians who join with Rome in
various concert venues. You just
saw it this week at Fox News where
a Christmas kick-off was held in
New York with popular musician
Chris Tomlin leading things up.
The Fox staff has many Roman
Catholics. Feelings, experience,
rather than truth you see. It is the
spirit of antichrist.

What I would like us to do this
morning is to take another look at
this 13™ chapter of Revelation

which we have just read so that we
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can be forewarned against what is
coming and even now is at work.
And remember, the increasing
apostasy or “deconstruction” of the
faith 1s the precursor to this one-
world satanic monstrosity which
God’s Word 1s warning us about.

The Dragon is Behind it

Rev 13:1-2 And the dragon stood
on the sand of the seashore. Then I
saw a beast coming up out of the
sea, having ten horns and seven
heads, and on his horns were ten
diadems, and on his heads were
blasphemous names. (2) And the
beast which I saw was like a
leopard, and his feet were like
those of a bear, and his mouth like
the mouth of a lion. And the dragon
gave him his power and his throne
and great authority.

Here then is the dragon who we can
definitely recognize as Satan from
the description in chapter 12 which
we just read. Here in chapter 13 he
has been unleashed by the Lord so
that he can once again deceive the
nations. The first thing he does is
bring this “beast” up from the sea




(the sea represents the world,
Satan’s kingdom). Notice that it
has very similar appearance to the
dragon himself.

Rev 12:3  Then another sign
appeared in heaven: and behold, a
great red dragon having seven
heads and ten horns, and on his
heads were seven diadems.

Compare-

Rev 13:1 And the dragon stood on
the sand of the seashore. Then I
saw a beast coming up out of the
sea, having ten horns and seven
heads, and on his horns were ten
diadems, and on his heads were
blasphemous names.

This tells us that the beast is a kind
of false incarnation (Satan always
wants to mimic the Lord) of the
devil himself. This beast i1s the
Antichrist. He is the man of sin
Paul described in 2 Thes 2 —

Rev 13:3-8 And I saw one of his
heads as if it had been slain fatally,
and his fatal wound was healed.
And the whole earth marveled and
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followed after the beast. (4) And
they worshiped the dragon
because he gave his authority to
the beast, and they worshiped the
beast, saying, “Who is like the
beast, and who is able to wage war
with him?”

(5) And there was given to him a
mouth speaking great boasts and
blasphemies, and authority to act
for forty-two months was given to
him. (6) And he opened his
mouth in blasphemies against
God, to blaspheme His name and
His tabernacle, that is, those who
dwell in heaven.

(7) And it was also given to him to
make war with the saints and to
overcome them, and authority over
every tribe and people and tongue
and nation was given to him. (8)
And all who dwell on the earth
will worship him, everyone whose
name has not been written from the
foundation of the world in the book
of life of the Lamb who has been
slain.

See the parallels? Here it is again
as a reminder:




2Th 2:3-4 Let no one in any way
deceive you, for it has not come
unless the apostasy comes first, and
the man of lawlessness 1s revealed,
the son of destruction, (4) who
opposes and exalts himself above
every so-called god or object of
worship, so that he takes his seat in
the sanctuary of God, exhibiting
himself as being God.

The Book of Daniel is in the
immediate background of these NT
scriptures:

Dan 7:1-8 In the first year of
Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel
saw a dream and visions in his head
as he lay on his bed; then he wrote
the dream down and said the
following summary of the matter.
(2) Daniel answered and said, “I
was looking in my vision by night,
and behold, the four winds of
heaven were stirring up the great
sea. (3) “And four great beasts
were coming up from the sea,
different from one another. (4)
“The first was like a lion and had
the wings of an eagle. I kept
looking until its wings were
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plucked, and it was lifted up from
the ground and made to stand on
two feet like a man; and a heart of
a man was given to it.

(5) “And behold, another beast, a
second one in the likeness of a
bear. And it was raised up on one
side, and three ribs were in its
mouth between its teeth; and thus
they said to it, ‘Arise, devour much
meat!’

(6) “After this I kept looking,
and behold, another one, like a
leopard, which had on its back
four wings of a bird; the beast also
had four heads, and dominion was
given to it.

(7) “After this I kept looking in the
night visions, and behold, a fourth
beast, fearsome and terrifying
and extraordinarily strong; and
it had large iron teeth. It devoured
and crushed and trampled down the
remainder with its feet; and it was
different from all the beasts that
were before it, and it had ten horns.
(8) “While I was contemplating
the horns, behold, another horn, a
little one, came up among them,
and three of the first horns were




pulled out by the roots before it;
and behold, this horn possessed
eyes like the eyes of a man and a
mouth speaking great boasts.

In other words, Daniel saw the
same beast that John did EXCEPT
the Antichrist beast is the
combined evil of the separate
beasts (nations) which Daniel
saw. He and his kingdom will be
more powerful, more terrible, and
thoroughly worldwide. His short
reign over all the nations of this
world will include a terrible
persecution against “the saints”
and in God’s sovereignty he will be
allowed to virtually stamp out the
church in this world. Everyone
else, everyone except the elect, will
worship him.

But our perseverance in faith will
persevere! Why? Because the Lord
keeps His people and we have
these certain and sure promises that
Satan and Antichrist’s doom is sure
and soon to come. The very worst
Satan can do to a Christian is send
him or her to heaven. And, in
addition, we know that Satan and
Antichrist and all the people who
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belong to that evil kingdom, are
going to see us coming back again

at which time Christ will send them
all to the Lake of Fire.

Now, there is still another, dark and
evil figure that will be operative
during the Antichrist’s worldly
reign:

Rev 13:11-18 Then I saw another
beast coming up out of the earth,
and he had two horns like a lamb
and he was speaking as a dragon.
(12) And he exercises all the
authority of the first beast in his
presence. And he makes the earth
and those who dwell in it to
worship the first beast, whose
fatal wound was healed. (13)
And he does great signs, so that
he even makes fire come down
out of heaven to the earth in the
presence of men. (14) And he
deceives those who dwell on the
earth because of the signs which
were given to him to do in the
presence of the beast, telling
those who dwell on the earth to
make an image to the beast who
*had the wound of the sword and
has come to life.




(15) And it was given to him to
give breath to the image of the
beast, so that the image of the beast
would even speak and cause as

many as do not worship the image
of the beast to be killed.

(16) And he causes all, the small
and the great, and the rich and
the poor, and the free men and
the slaves, that they be given a
mark on their right hand or on
their forehead, (17) and that no
one will be able to buy or to sell,
except the one who has the mark,
either the name of the beast or
the number of his name.

(18) Here is wisdom. Let him who
has understanding calculate the
number of the beast, for it is the
number of man; and his number is
666.

Let’s just draw out some of the
main points regarding this second
beast, or as he is known, the false
prophet (see Rev 20:10).

The Appearance of a Lamb

Deception, deception, deception.
The counterfeit. This 1s Satan’s
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favorite scheme and purpose.
Whenever he speaks, he lies. And
so this false prophet, who speaks as
the dragon has the appearance of a
lamb. And herein is a sober
warning ALL of us must carefully
heed —

Satan’s servants take on the
appearance of lambs, of Christ’s
people, and yet their words are
those of Satan. Heretics generally
do not appear on the scene
obviously evil. Therefore we
must always judge the spirits (1
John 4:1) by the Word of God
compared with their words, not
by how “Christian” and lamb-like
they appear to be. Fail to do this
invites heretics and a false gospel,
a false christ, a false spirit, into
the church and takes people to
hell.

“William  Shakespeare  wrote
in King Lear, "The prince of
darkness 1s a gentleman". The line
is spoken by Edgar in Act III,

Scene [V, while he is in disguise as
"Poor Tom". The quote refers to
the deceptive nature of evil, which
often appears in a noble guise...”.



This very kind of sinful naivete
nearly destroyed this church 30
years ago and before. A lady came
into my office way back in those
days after a wicked, false Christian
man had done his best to stop the
ministry of God’s Word here and
stormed out from among us. She
was troubled and said to me, “I am
confused. He was the godliest man
I have ever known.”

But if we are soundly grounded in
God’s Word, we will be wise to
this satanic scheme of deception
and disguise. This is what he does.
He lies. He deceives. He looks like
a lamb but speaks for the dragon.
He talks like a godly man or
woman, but is thoroughly wicked.
Most every local church has such
people sitting in their midst.

The spirit of antichrist looks like a
lamb but speaks the words of the
devil.

angel of light. (15) Therefore it is
not surprising if his ministers also
disguise themselves as ministers of
righteousness, whose end will be
according to their deeds.

Right now, as we have noted many
times, our President is surrounded
with false prophets who are
energized by the spirit of antichrist.
They are precursors of THE false
prophet to come. Many if not most
celebrity preachers are of the same

ilk.

The Deceiving  Signs and
Wonders of the False Prophet

2Co 11:13-15 For such men are
false apostles, deceitful workers,

disguising themselves as apostles
of Christ. (14) And no wonder, for
even Satan disguises himself as an
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Rev 13:13-15 And he does great
signs, so that he even makes fire
come down out of heaven to the
earth in the presence of men. (14)
And he deceives those who dwell
on the earth because of the signs
which were given to him to do in
the presence of the beast, telling
those who dwell on the earth to
make an image to the beast who
*had the wound of the sword and
has come to life. (15) And it was
given to him to give breath to the
image of the beast, so that the




image of the beast would even
speak and cause as many as do not

worship the image of the beast to
be killed.

The devil’s use of false signs and
wonders is age-old. It may well go
clear back to Eden when, after all,
a serpent was talking. We know for
certain that the Egyptian musicians
were able to perform real miracles
to imitate those done by the Lord
through Moses. They were limited
of course. We don’t see the
miracles of Jesus duplicated by his
enemies — He raised people from
the dead for instance but we have
no account of false prophets doing
SO.

Here in verse 13 we are told that the
false prophet will be a pretend
Elijah, “making fire come down
out of heaven.” We don’t know
specifically what 1t means that he
will be able to “give breath to the
image of the beast so that the image
of the beast would even speak,” but
it will be some kind of impressive
sign or wonder so that the vast
majority of people will fall for it
and worship the beast. Those who
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refuse will be killed — just as
Nebuchadnezzar tried to do in the
days of Daniel when Daniel’s
friends refused to bow down to that
image.

The false prophet will also order
everyone to have a mark put on
their right hand or forehead and
those who refuse will not be able to
buy or sell. We do not know what
this mark will be specifically, but
we are encouraged here when John
notes that the number of the beast
1s 666 — which simply means, the
beast 1s, in the end, a mere man. In

every way he comes up short of
God.

Now, because we know that the
spirit of antichrist is at work in our
day, right at this moment, we know
for certain that he 1s working to
deceive people into worshipping
the dragon. The religion of
antichrist is Satan worship. A
primary way that he accomplishes
this is revealed in Scripture:

2Co 11:1-4 I wish that you would
bear with me in a little foolishness,
but indeed you are bearing with



me. (2) For I am jealous for you
with a godly jealousy, for I
betrothed you to one husband, so
that I might present you as a pure
virgin to Christ.

(3) But I fear that, as the serpent
deceived Eve by his craftiness,
your minds will be corrupted from
the simplicity and purity of
devotion to Christ.

(4) For if one comes and preaches
another Jesus whom we did not
preach, or you receive a different
spirit which you did not receive, or
a different gospel which you did
not accept, you bear this
beautifully.

Now, think through this very
carefully. This means that what the
devil does is to send his servants
into the churches, creeps who creep
in among us, and they come not as
obvious representatives of false
religions like Buddhism or Islam —
no, they come with “a Jesus,” and
“a spirit” and ““a gospel.” But it’s
all false.
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Their Jesus 1s ‘“‘another” Jesus.
Their “spirit” is not the Holy Spirit.
Their “gospel” is another gospel.

Now, let’s ask ourselves this
question — what does Rome do?
Rome preaches another Jesus,
different gospel and is animated by
a different spirit. The Jesus of
Rome, for instance, has to be re-
sacrificed over and over because
the atonement of the real Jesus is
said to be insufficient. The gospel
of Rome is not good news. It keeps
people condemned and on the way
to purgatory at best. And yet
masses and masses of people go for
1t.

Who is behind it all? The serpent
who deceived Eve. Therefore,
when Protestants and evangelicals
and other professing Christians
join with Rome, what are they
doing? They are worshiping the
dragon. They are deceived by the
false prophet. They are receiving

the mark of the beast, not the seal
of Christ.

What does God’s Word say? Here
it is and we MUST obey the Lord!
We don’t kill false prophets today



literally, but we MUST put them
out from among us and have
nothing to do with them. The Lord
will deal with them:

Deu 13:1-18 “If a prophet or a
dreamer of dreams arises among
you and gives you a sign or a
wonder, (2) and the sign or the
wonder comes true, concerning
which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let
us walk after other gods (whom
you have not known) and let us
serve them,” (3) you shall not
listen to the words of that prophet
or that dreamer of dreams; for
Yahweh your God is testing you
to find out if you love Yahweh
your God with all your heart and
with all your soul.

(4) “You shall walk after Yahweh
your God and fear Him; and you
shall keep His commandments,
listen to His voice, serve Him, and
cling to Him. (5) “But that prophet
or that dreamer of dreams shall be
put to death because he has
counseled  rebellion  against
Yahweh your God who brought
you from the land of Egypt and
redeemed you from the house of
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slavery, to drive you from the way
in which Yahweh your God
commanded you to walk. So you
shall purge the evil from among
you.

(6) “If your brother, your
mother’s son, or your son or
daughter, or the wife you
cherish, or your friend who is as
your own soul, entices you
secretly, saying, ‘Let us go and
serve other gods’ (whom neither
you nor your fathers have known,
(7) of the gods of the peoples who
are around you, near you or far
from you, from one end of the earth
to the other end), (8) you shall not
be willing to accept him or listen to
him; and your eye shall not pity
him; and you shall not spare him or
conceal him.

(9) “But you shall surely kill him;
your hand shall be first against him
to put him to death, and afterwards
the hand of all the people. (10) “So
you shall stone him to death
because he has sought to drive you
from Yahweh your God who
brought you out from the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
(11) “Thus all Israel will hear and




be afraid and will never again do
such an evil thing among you.

(12) “If you hear in one of your
cities, which Yahweh your God is
giving you to live in, anyone saying
that (13) some vile men have gone
out from among you and have
driven the inhabitants of their city
astray, saying, ‘Let us go and serve
other gods’ (whom you have not
known), (14) then you shall
inquire and search out and ask
thoroughly. Behold, if it is true and
the matter 1s confirmed, that this
abomination has been done among
you, (15) you shall surely strike
the inhabitants of that city with the
edge of the sword, devoting it to
destruction and all that is in it and
its cattle with the edge of the
sword. (16) “Then you shall
gather all its spoil into the middle
of its open square and burn the city
and all its spoil with fire as a whole
burnt offering to Yahweh your
God; and it shall be a ruin forever.
It shall never be rebuilt. (17)
“Now nothing from that which is
devoted to destruction shall cling to
your hand, in order that Yahweh
may turn from His burning anger

and grant compassion to you and
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show compassion to you and make
you multiply, just as He has sworn
to your fathers, (18) if you will
listen to the voice of Yahweh your
God, keeping all His
commandments which [ am
commanding you today, and doing
what is right in the sight of Yahweh
your God.




